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| Rez —With the Church that is in their 
9 « Houſe; l He : 2 it al 


underſtand this of a ſettled, Stated, 
ſolemn Meeting of Chriftians at the 
Houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla, for 
PublickWorthip; and they were glad 
of Houſes to meet in, where they 


5 


| i, wanted thoſe better Conveniencies, which the 
Church was atterwards-in her Proſperous Days 
accommodated with. When they had not ſach 


Places as they could wih, they thankfully made 
ule of ſuch as they could ger. RP 


But others think, it is meant only of their own 
Family, and the Strangers within their Gates, 
among whom there was ſo much Piety andDes 
votion, that it might well be call'd a Church 


or Religious Houſe, Thus theAntients general- 


iy underſtand it. Nor was it only Aquila and 


| Priſcilla, whoſe Houſe was thus celebrated for 
Religion here; and 1 7 16, 5. but n | 


- 


A Church inthe Houſe. 3 


| 
OME very good Interpreters (I know 3 


ES. 1 Chareb in the Houſe. 


And from whom Salutations are ſent in St. Paul's 0 
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alſo had a Church in bis Houſe, Col. 4. 18. and | 
Philemon, v. 2. Not but that others, to whom i} , 


4 
1 


* 


Epiſtles, made Conſcience ol keeping up Keligi 
on in their Families; but theſe are. mention d, 
probably becauſe their Families were more nu: | 
merous than moſt of thoſe other Families were, % 
which made their Family-Devotiohs more 8o: 
lemn, and conſequently more taken Notice F 


In this Senſe I ſhall chuſe to take it; From 
hence to recommend Family-Religion to you, | 5 
under the Notion of a Church in a Houſe, | 
When we ſee your Publick Aſſemblies ſo well 
filfd; ſo well frequented, we cannot but thank 7 
GOD, and take courage; your diligent Atten- 
dance on the Miniſtry of the Word and Prayers, 
is your Praiſe; andF truſt, through Grace, it. h 
redounds to your Spiritual Comfort and Bene- 
fit: But my Subject at this Time, will lead 

me toenquire into the State of Religion in your 
Private Houſes, whether it Flouriſh or Wither 
there? Whether it be upon the Throne, or un- 
der Foot there ? Herein I deſire to deal plainly 
and Faithfully with your Conſciences, and [ 
beg you will give them leave to deal fo with 


— you, ; 
- The Pious and Zealous Endeavours both of 


Magiſtrates and Miniſters, for the Reformation 


of Manners, and the Suppreſſion of Vice and 
1h, | | Prophaneneſs 


t 


F 


of. t 


2 7 


FF A Charth in the Houſe: 5 
nd} Prophinenels, are the Joy and Encouragement 
IN 0 of all good People in the Land, and a happy Ind 
18 dication that GOD hath yet Mercy in Store for 
Bl- gus: If the Lord had been pleaſed to kill us, he 
d, ¶ woald not have hewed us ſuch Things at theſe; 
u: Now I know not any thing, that will contribute 
e, Fmore to the Furtherance of this good Work, 
07 than the bringing of Family-Religion more into 
ce practice and Reputation. Here the Reforma- 
tion muſt begin. Other Methods may check the 
7 Diſeaſe we complain of; but this, if it might 
Z univerſally obtain, would cure it. Salt muſt 


4 


f will be heal d. 
4 Many a time, no doubt, you have been urg d 


to this Part of your Duty; many a good Sermon 
5 perhaps you have heard, and many a good Book 
t 4 hath been put into your Hands with this Deſiga, 
to perſwade you to keep up Religion in your Fa- 


4 milies, and to aſſiſt you therein; but I hope a 


further Attempt to advance this good Work, by 
{one that is a. hearty Well-wiſher to it, and to 
the Proſperity of your Souls and Families, will 
not be thought altogether needleſs, and that by 
| the Grace of God it will not be wholly fruztle(s: 
At leaſt it will ſerve to remind you of what you 
have received and heard to this Purpoſe, that you 
may hold faſt what is good, and repent of what 

is amiſs, Rev. 3. 3. 4 


The 


36564 chuncb in the Huuſe, |Þ 
5 The Leſſon then which I would recommend 
to you from the Text is this; N 


5 5 That the . Families of Chriſtians ſhould FAY liel 4 £ 
1 Chercies : Or thus, Thar whereever me 
rs Houſe, GOD ſhould have a Church in 
| k #4, UE 4 f | | | f 4 


Unhappy Conteſts there have been, and ſtill “ 
are, among, wife and good Men about the Con- 
ſtitution, Order and Government, of Churches; 
God by his Grace heal theſe Breaches, lead s 
into all Truth, and diſpoſe our Minds to Love ! 3: 
and Peace, that while we endeavour herein to y 
walk. according to the Light God hath gi ven us, 
we may charitably believe that others do ſo too . 
| n to be there where we ſhall be ff A 
nd. 7 


But I am now ſpeaking of Churches, concern- 
ing Which there is no ſuch Controverſies. All a» 
gree that Maſters of Families, who profeſs Reli- | 
gion, and the Fear of God themjelves, ſhould, 
according to the Talents they are entruſted with, 
maintain and keep up Religion and the Fear of | 
God in their Families, 4s thole that muſt gi ve 
Account: And that Families as ſuch ſhould con: 
tribute to the Support of Chriſtianity in a Nati. 
on, whoſe Honour and Happineſs it is to be a 
Chriſtian Nation; As Nature makes Families 
little Kingdoms, and perhaps Oeconemicks were | 
the firſt and moſt ancient Politicks; ſo Grace 

makes ' 


„ C"A.Charch in the Houſe. 

makes Families little Churchet; and thoſe were 
ke Primitive Churches of the Old Teſtament, 
id efore Mer began to call upon the Name of the 
Mord in Solemn Aſſemblies, and the Sons of 
Pod came together to preſent themſelves defore 


* im. FS 
Not that I would have theſe Family Church? 
es ſet up and kept up in Competition with ,, 
much leſs in Contradiction to, Publick Religi- 
us Aſſemblies, which ought always to have 
fs the Preference : The Lord loves the Gates f 


- {hoſe more Sacred and Solewn Eſtabliſhments. 


„ Now that I may the more diſtinly open to 
1 you, and preſs upon you, this great Duty of Fa - 
F mily- Religion, from the Example of this and o- 
ther Texts of à Church in the Houſe, 1 ſhall ens 
1: deavour, (t) To ſhew you what this Church in 
'* (the Houſe is, and when our Families may be cal- 
a led Churches. And, (2) To perſwade you by. 
5 [® ſome Motives thus to tun your Families into 


Churches 


1 


8 4 Churth inthe Hole . _ 
Churches, And then, (3) To addreſs to you | 
ypon the whole Matter by Way of Application. 


I m in the #rft Place to tell you what that 
Family-Religion is which will be as a Church 
in the Houle, and wherein it doth conſiſt, that { 
you may ſee mhat it is we are perſwading you 5 
Churches are Sacred Societies, incorporated 
for the Honour and Service of God in Chriſt; 1 
devoted to God, and employed for him; ſo ſhould 


: our Families be. 


| 7 
1. Churches are Societies devoted to God, call d | 
put of the World, taken in out of the Common 
to be Incloſures for God: He hath ſer them apart 
Fes himſelf; and becauſe he hath choſen them, | F 
they alſo have choſen him, and ſet themſelves | 
apart for him: The Few: Church was ſeparated | 
| - =o for a peculiar People, a Kingdom ef 
rest.. £ | | 0 


Thus our Houſes muſt be Churches; with 
our ſelves we muſt give vp our Houſes to the 
Lord, to be to him for a Name and a People. 
All the Intereſt we have, böth in our Relations, þ*' 
and in our Poſſeſſions, myſt be Conſecrated to 
God ; as under the Law, all that the Servant had 
was his Maſter's for eyer, after he had conſen- 
ted to bave his Ear bor'd to the Door-poit, When 
God effectually call d Abram out of Vr = þ row 
* aldees 


* 


* 


' A Church in the Honſe. 

aldees, his Family put on the Face of a particular 
*Thurch;for iu Obedience to God'sPrecept, and in 
4 * on God's Promiſe, they took all the 
„ | Subftarice they had gather d, and the Souls they 
Pad gorten, and put themſelves and their All un- 
ger a Divine Conduct and Government, Gen: 12. 
. His was a great Family, not only numerous, 
Pat very confiderable, the Father of it was rhe 
Father of all t hem that believe; but even little 
amilies, jointly and entirely given up to God, ſo 
come Churches. When all the Members ol the 
Family yeild themſelves to God, ſubſcribe with 
' Their Hands to be the Lord's, and ſurname them- 
loves by the Name of lirael, and the Maſter of 
he Family, with himſelf, gives up all his Right, 
Tie, aud Intereſt, in his Houſe, and all tnat 
b longs to it, unto God, to be us'd for him, and 
Niſpos d of by him, here is a Church in the Houſe, 
Baptilm was ordain'd for the Diſcipling of Nas 
en,, Mat. 28. 19. That the Kingdom of the 
#014, as ſuch, might, by the Converſien of their 
People to the Faith of Chriſt, and the Conſecra- 
Sion of their Powers and Governments to the 
Honour of Chriſt, become bis Kingdom, Rev. 1. 
5. Thus by Baptiſm Hayſholds likewiſe are diſ- 
Erpled, as Lydia's and the Faylor's, Act. 16. 15, 
3. and in their Family Capacity are given up to 
um, who is in a particular manner the God of all 
the Familis of lirael, Ter. 30. 1. Circumciſion ; 
Was at firſt a Family Ordinance, and in that Parti- 
ular, as well as + Baptiſm doth ſomewhat 


ſymbolize 
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ſymbolize with it: When the Children of Chri- 
ian Parenrs are by Baptiſm admitted Members 
of the Univerſal Church, as their Right to Bap - 
tiſm is grounded upon, fo their Communion with 
the Univerſal Church is, during their Infancy, 
maintain'd and Fept wp chiefly by their immedi- 
ate Relation to theſe Churches in the Houſe ; to 
them therefore they are firſt given back, and in 1 
them they are depoſited, under the Tuition of 
them, to be train'd up til} they become capable of 
a Place and a Name in particular Churches of 
larger Figure and Extent. So that Baprized Fa- 
milies that own their Baptiſm, and adhere to it, 
and in their joint and relative Capacity make Pro- 
ſeſſion of the Chriftian Faith, may fo far be cal- 
led little churches: | Sa | 


More than once in the Old Teſtament we read 
of the Dedication of Private Houſes. Tis ſpoken 
cf as a common Practice, Deut. 20. 5. What Man 
ii there that hath built a new Fuſe, and hath ® 
not dedicated it, i. e. taken Poſſeſſion of it, in 
the doing of which it was uſual to dedicate it to 
God by ſome ſolemn Acts of Religious Worſhip, 
The 3oth Fſalm is entituled, A Pſalm or Song at 
the Dedication of the Houſe of David, It is a 
good thing whena Man hath a Houſe of his own 
thus to convert it into a Church, by dedicating it 
to the Service and Honour of God, that it may 
be a Bethel, a Houſe of God, and not a Bethaven, 
- a Houſe of Vanity and Iniquity. Every good 
_ Chriſtian that is aHouſholder no doubt doth this 
a Eb.  habitaahy 
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i- $ pabirullay and virtually, having firſt gi ven his own 
| 5 Jelf to#he Lord, he freely ſarrenders all he hath 
to kim: But it maybe of good aſe to do it act᷑- 


of Reſignation,” This Stone which I have (et for 
4 Pillar fall be God's Houſe, Gen, 28. 22. Let 
alli have in my Houſe, and all I do in it, be for 
the Glory of God; and oven him to be my great 
Landlord, and I hold all from and under him; to 
kim 1 promiſe to pay the Rents (the Quit Rents) 
of daily Praiſes and Thankſgivings; and to 4 
T7 the Services, the eaſie Services of Goſpel Obedi- 
"S ence. Let Holineſs ro the Lord be written upon 
the Houſe, and all the Furniture of it, accord- 
l: ing to the Word which God hath ſpoken, 
Zech. 14. 20, 21. That every Pot in Jeruſalem 
and Judah Hall be Holineſs to the Lord of Hoſts. 
id Let God by his Providence difpoſe of the Aﬀairs 
n WS of my Famity, and by his Gracediſpoſe the Aﬀe- 
n ctions of all in my Family, according to his Will, 
„to his own Praiſe. Let me and mine be be only, 
n I vholly, and for ever his. 3 


it your Houſes to GOD, and beg of him to come 
a and take Poſſeſſion of them. If you never did it, 
n do it to Night with all poſſible Seriouſneſs and 
t Sincerity. Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and 
y I beye lifred ” ye everlafting Doors, and the King 
„ f Glory ſhell come in. Bring the Ark of the 
d |: Lord into the Tent you have pitch'd,- and oblige 
s & yourſelyes, and all * to attend it. Look 


"A Church in the Hole. 11 


ally and expreſly, and often to repeat this A 


d. Be perſwaded (Brethren) thus to dedieate 7 


* 
We | 
*s l : T4 
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: N * 


12 4 Church in the Houſe. 


alienated or prophan'd. 


2. Churches are Societies employed for God, > 
purfuant to the true Intent and Meaning of 
this Dedication. | | 


There are Three Things neceſſary to the well: 
being of a Church, and which are moſt conſide - 
rable in the Conſtitution of it. Thoſe are Do. 
ctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline; where the 
Truths of Chriſt are profeſs'd and taught, the 
Ordinances of Chriſt adminiſtred and i Gol 
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and due Care taken to put the Laws of Chriſt 
in Execution among all that profeſs themſelves Þ* 
his Subjects, and this under the Conduct, and 
Inſpection of a Goſpel- Miniſtry, there is 4 
Church; and ſomething anſwerable hereunto 
there muſt be in our Families, to denominate 
them little Churches. 8 


Maſters of Families, who preſide in the other 
Affairs oſ the Houſe, muſt go before their Hou- 
ſholds in the Things of God. They muſt be a3 
Prophets, Prieſts and Kings, in their own Fami- 
lies, and as ſuch they muſt keep up Family: 
Doft rine, Family Worſhip,andFamily- Diſcipline; 
then is there à Church in the Houſe, and this is 
the Family Religion I am perſwading you to. 


„ 


A Church in the Houſe. 13 
s  Firft, Keep up Family Doctrine. Tis not 
4 enough that you and yours are Baptiz'4 intothe 
e Cbriſtian Faith, and profeſs to own the Truth as 
Fit is in Jeſus, but Care muſt be taken, and Means 
Jus'd, that you and yours be well acguainted with 
that Truth, and that you grow in that Acquain: 
© tance, to the Honour of Chrift and his Holy Re: 
3 ligion, and the Improvement of your own * — 


and theirs that are under your Charge. You 
I: muſt dwell with your Families as Men of Know: 
le · ¶ ledge, 1 Pet. 3. 7. i. e. as Men that deſire to 


0. grow in Knowledge your ſelves, and to Commu- 
he nicate your Knowledge for the Benefit of others, 
ne £ which are the Two good Properties of thoſe that 

— f deſerve to be call'd Men of Knowledge. 

That you may keep up Family Doctrine. 
1d F 1. You muſt read the Scriptures to your Fami: 
4 lies, in a Solemn Manner, requiring their At: 
to g rendance on your Reading, and their Attention 
te to it; and enquiring ſometimes whether they 
underſtand what you Read ? | hope you are none 

of you without Bibles in your Houles, Store of 
er MW Bibles,every one a Bible: Thanks be to God we 
u- have them cheap and common, in a Language 
3 that we underſtand, The Book of the Law is 
ni- ¶ not ſuch a Rarity with us as it was in Joſſab's 


ly* time. We need not fetch this Knowledge from 


ne; a far, nor ſend from Sea to Sea, and from the 
is Kiver to the Ends of the Earth to ſeek the Word 
to. of God; no, the Word is nigh _ When Po: 
pery reign'd-in our Land, Engl; Bibles were 
A | {ſcarce 


14 A Charch in the Houſe, 
ſcarce Things; a Load of Hay ( tis faid ) wail 
once given for One torn Leaf of à Bible. But 
\now Bibles are every one's Money, You knoy 
where to buy them; or if not able to do that, 
perhaps in this Charitable City you may know 
Where to beg them. Tis better to be without 
Bread in your Houſes than without Bibles, for 
the Words of God's Mouth are and ſhould be to. 
you more than your neceſſary Food. 


But what will it avail you to have Bibles in 


your Houſes* if:-you do not v/e them? To have MU 
the great Things of God's Law and Goſpel writ- 8 
ten to you, it you count them 45 a HMrange thing ! F 
You look daily into your Shop- books, and per- b 
haps converſe much with the News books, and t 
ſhall your Bibles be thrown by as an Almanack F » 
out of Date ? It is not now, Penal to read the & 
Scriptures in your Familys, as it was in the n 
dawning ot theDay of Retormation fromPopery, & 
when there were thoſe that were accus'd and It 
proſecuted for reading in a certain great Hereti Wl) 
cal Book, calld an Engliſh Bide. The Phili h 
ines do not now Rop up theſe Wells, (as Gen. f. 
26. 18.) nor do the Shepherds drive away your t. 
Flucks from them, ( as Exod. 2. 17. ) nor F 
are they as a Spring. ſbut up, or a Fountain jeal- ih ” 
ed: But the Gifts given to Men have been dap li 
pily employ'd in rouling away the Stone from the P 
Mouth of thoſe Wells, You have great Encou- o 
ragements to read the Scripture; for notwith- i /* 
- Randing the malicious Endeavoursof Atheiſts t 


to 


N 


f Church in the Houſe: B 15 
ö vilifie Sacred Things, the Knowledge of the 


ur cripture is ſtill in Reputation with all Wiſe and 


good Men. You have alſo variety of excellent 
Helps to under ſt aud the Scripture, and to Im- 
prove your Reading of it; ſo that if you or 
yours periſh for laik of this Knowledge, as you 
ertainly will, if you perſiſt in the neglect of 


Fit, you may thank your ſelves, the Guilt will ly 


— 


+ 


K 


wholly at your own Door. , 


Let me therefore with all Earneſtneſs preſsit 
upon you, to make the folemn reading of the 


scripture, a part of your daily Worſhip in your 


Families, When you ſpeak to God by Prayer, 
be willing to hear him ſpeak to you in his Word, 
that there may be a compleat Communion between 
you and God. This will add much to to the 
Solemnity of yonr Family-Worſhip, and will 


make the Tranſaction the more Aweful and 
Serious, if it be done in a right manner; which 


will conduce much to the Honour of God, and 
your own, and your Family's Edification. Twill 
help to make the Word of God familiar to your 
ſelves, and to your Children, and Servants, 
that you may be ready and mighty in the Scrip: 
tures, and may from thence be throughly furs 


niſbed for every good. Word and Work. It will 


likewiſe furniſh you with Matter and Words for 
Prayer, and ſo be helpful to you in other Parts. 


of the Service. If ſome Parts of Scripture ſeem 


| leſs edifying, let thoſe be more frequently read 


that are meſt ſo. Dayida's Plalms are of-Gaily 
* Kh , > un 


4 


1 Bs 4 9 

6: Ae l thi I 
uſe in Devotion, and Solomon's Proverbs in Con- 
verſation,; twill be greatly to your Advantage 
to be well vers'd in them. And 1 hope 1 need 
not preſs any Chriſtian to the Study of the New- 
Teſtament, nor any Chriſtian Parents to the 
frequent Inſtructing of their Children, in the 
Pleaſant and Profitable Hiſtorys of the Old- 
Teſtament. When you only hear your Chil- | 
dren read the Bible, they are tempted to look 
upon it as no more but a School-Book; but 
When they hear you read it to them, in a Solemn, 
Religious manner, it comes, as it owght, with |: 
more Authority, Thoſe Maſters of Families 
who make Conſcience of doing this daily, Mor- 
ning and Evening, reckoning it Part of that 
which the Duty of every Day requires, I am ſure 
have Comfort and Satisfaction in fo doing, 
and find it contributes much to their own Im- 

rovement in Chriſtian Knowledge, and the 
E 4ification of thoſe that dwell under their ſhad- 
dow; and the more, if thoſethat are Mini- 
ſters - expound themſelves, and other Maſters 
of Familys read ſome plain and Profitable 
Expoſition of what is Read, or of ſome Part 
of it. | py 


| | * | 

It is eaſie to add under this Head, that the ſea: 
ſonable Reading of other good Books will con- 
tribute very much to Family. Inſtruction. In 
Helps of this Kind we are as happy as any Peo- 
ple under the Sun, if we have but Hearts to uſe 
the Helps we have, as thoſe that muſt give an 
__ Account 
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2. You muſt alſo Catechize your Children and 
Fer vans, ſo long as they continge in that Age 


ne f Life which need this Mili. Oblige them to 
d- earn forme good Catechiſm by Heart, and to 
il. Weep it in Remembrance, and by familiar Dif 
k Mourſe with them, help them to underſtand it- , 
at Ws they become capable. 'Tis an excellent Me? 
n, hod of Catechiſing, which God himſelf directs 
th ws to, Deut. 6. 7. To teach our Children the 


Things of God, by talking of them 'as we fit in 
he Houle, and go by the Way, when we ly down, 
nd when we viſe xp. 'Tisgood to keep up Na- 
ed Times for this Service, and be conſtant to 
em. as thoſe that know how induſtrious the 
Enemy is to ſow Tares, while Men Heep. If this 
good Work be not kept going forward, it will f 
St ſelf go backward. Wiſdom alſo will direct 
you to manage your Catechizing, as well as the 
ther Branches of Family Religion, ſo as not 


s may be a Pleaſure to thoſe under your 
Charge, that the Blame may ly wholly upon 
heir own mpiety, and not at all upon your Im-. 
prudence, if they ſhould ſay, Behold what 4 
On u&r {| 7 ANN TEE 4 
This way of Inſtruction by Catechizing, doth - 
In a ſpecial manner belong to the Church in the 
Houſe ;, for that's the * ery in which t he Tee: 
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o make ita Task and Burthen, but as much 


8 '* 
ef Righteouſneſs are rear d that afterwards art 


And he never forgot the Leſſons his Mother 


in the Fear of God, ſo it brought you under the FC 


them up in that Fear, The Child you gave 


deal of the Covenant upon hisSeed, was Eminent 
for this part of Family Religion: I know Abra: 
ham (ſaith God) that he will command his Chil- i 
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planted in the Courts of our Gad. Publick Ca- 
techizing will turn to little Account without Fa: 
mily Catechizing: The Labour of Miniſters. in 
inſtructing Youth, and feeding, the Lambs off 
the Flock, therefore proves to many, Labour in 
vain, becayſe, Maſters of Familes do not do their 


Duty, in preparing them for Publick Inſtructi: f. 


on, and exa ining their Improvement by it. FC 
As Mothers 2 Children's beſt Nurſes, 0 pa. t. 


rents are or ſhould be their be Teachers, So: a 
lomon's Father was his Tutor. Prov. 4. 3, 4. b 


VIC 


raught him, Prov. 31. I. 


The Baptiſm of your Children as it laid a 41 
ſtrong and laſting Obligation upon them to live 


moſt powerful Engagements imaginable to bring 


a Member of Chriſt's viſible Church, was in 
God's Name given back to you, with the ſame 
Charge that Pharaoh's Daughter gave to Maſess 

Mother, Take this Child, and Nurſe it for me; 
and in Nurſing it for God, you nurſe it for better 
Preferment than that of being calld the Son of Þ 
Pharaoh's Daughter. It is worth obſerving, That he 
to whomGod firſt did the Honour of entailing the 


J 
0 
up to God to be dedicated to him, and admitted f 
— 
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- dren and bis Houſhold after him to Reep the Way 
Fa: of the Lord, Gen. 18, 19. Thole therefore who 
in would have the Comfort of God's Covenant with 
of them and their Seed, and would ſhare in that 
in Bleſſing of Abraham, which comes upon the Gen- 
eir tiles, muſt herein follow the Example of faith- 
: ful Abraham. The Entail of the Covenant of 
it, ¶ Grace is forfeited and cut off, if Care be not 
pa: taken with it to tranſmit the Means of Grace, 
Se: To what Purpoſe were they diſcipled if they 
4. de not taught? Why did you give them a Chriſti- 
her an Name, if you will not give them the Know- 
edge of Chriſt and Chriſtianity? God has own'd 
them as his Children, and born unto him, (Exel. 
da 16. 20.) and therefore he expects they ſhould be 
ve brought up for him; vou are unjuſt to your 
he God, unkind to your Children, and unfaithful to 
ng vour Truſt, if having by Baptiſm enter'd-your 
ve Children in Chriſt's School, and liſted them un- 
ed der his Banner, you do not make Conſcience of 
in training them up in the Learning of Chriſt's 
ne Scholars, and under the Diſcipline of his Soldiers. 


; Conſider what yeur Children are nom capable 
rer of, even in the Days of their Childhood. They 
are capable of receiving Impreſſions now which. 
he may abide upon them, while they live; they are 
he turned as Clay to the Seal, and now is the Time 
at to apply to them the Seal of the LivingGod. They 
a. are capable of honouring God nom, if they be 
1. well taught, and by their joyning, as they can, 
en in Religious Services. with ſo much Reverence 
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20 A Church in the Houſe. 
and Application as their Age will admit, God:is 
hcnour'd, and you in them preſent to him Li. No 
wing Sacrifices, Holy and acceptable. The Foſan. x} 
na even of Children-well taught will be the el 

222 of Praiſe, and highly pleaſing to the r 
Lord Jeſus. b. Veen e Leen 

r | 1, : . it 

Conſider what your Children are deſign'd for 

( we hope) in this World; they muſt be a Seed FF 


' 


to ſerve the Lord, which ſhall be accounted to d 
him for a Generation. They are to bear up the f ſt 
Name of Chriſt in their Day, and into their 5 
Hands muſt be tranſmitted that good Thing f. 
which is committed tous, They are to be prail. d 
ing God on Earth, when we are praiſing him in Wi! 
Heaven, Let them then be brought up according, a 


"Jy, that they may anſwer the End of their Birth 
and Being. They are deſign'd for the Service 
of their Generation, and to do Good in their 
Day; conſult the Publick Welfare then, and 
let nothing be wanting on your Parts to quali- 
fie them for Uſctulneſs according as their Place 


and Capacity is. 


Conſider eſpecially what they are defign'd for 
in another World. They are made for Eternity. 
Every Child thou haſt hath a Precious and Im- 
mortal Soul, that muſt be for ever either in 
Heaven or Hell, according-as'tis prepar'd in this 
preſent State; and perhaps it muſt remove to 
that World of Spirits very ſhortly, and will it 
not be very ſad, if through your Carcleſneſsand 


Ga . 8 Neglect 
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A_Charth in the Hopſe. 2x 
is e946 your Children ſhould learn the Ways 
;. of Sin, and periſh eternally in thoſe Ways. Give 
n- Wrhem Warning, that, if poſſible, you may deliver 


he their Souls, at leaſt that you may deliver your 
he Mown, and may not bring their Curſe and Gad's 
too, their Blood and your own too, upon your 
hay. eads. 15 82 38 
for i 


l know you cannot giye Grace to your Chil- 
dren, nor is 1 jy > Converſation the cons 
ſtint Conſequent of a Religious Education; the 
eir Race is not always te the Swift, nor the Battle 
ng | fo the Strong: But if you make Conſcience of 
il- doing your Duty, by keeping up Family- Doctrine, 
in {if you teach them the good and the right Way, 
g/ and warn them of By-paths, if you reprove, ex- 
th Port and encourage them as there is Occaſion, if 
ce you pray with them, and for them, and ſet them 
it a good Example, and at laſt conſult their Soul's 
1d Welfare in the Diſpoſal of them, you have done 
li- N your Part, and may comfortably leave the Iſſue 

ce ¶ and Succeſs with God. g 


| Secondly, Keep up Family-Worfhip. You muſt 
or, not only as Prophets teach your Families, but 
. as Prieſts muſt go before them, in off:ring the 
n- |. Spiritual Sacrifices of Prayer and Praiſe, Herein 
in likewiſe you muſt tread in the Steps of faithful 
is Abraham, ( whoſe Sons you are while thus you 
to do well) you muſt not only like him inſtruct 
it T your Houſhold, but like him you mult with 
d them call on the Name of the Lord, the ever 

tone | | laiting 
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acting God, Gen. 21. 33. Where-ever he pitch 2 
his Tent, there he built an Altar unto the Lord A 
Gen. 12. 7, 8. 13. 4, 18. Tho' he was yet in an L 
unſettled State, but a Stranger, and a Sejourner; ¶ w 


tho* he was among Jealous and envious Neigh-| 
bours, for rhe Canaanite andthe Perixite dwelled 
then in the Land, yet where-ever Abraham had 
a Tent God bad an Altar in it, and he himſelf 
ſerv'd at that Altar. Herein he has left us an 


Example. 


3 


Families, 4s ſuch, have many Errands at the 
Throne of Grace, which furniſh them with Mat: 
ter and Occaſion for Family Prayer every Day; 
F1rar:ds which cannot be done fo well in ſecret 
or p»b/ick, but are fitteſt to be done by the Fa- 
mily in Conſort, and Apart from other Families, 
| And it is good for thoſe that go before the reſt | 
in Family Devotion, ardinatily to dwell moſt 
vpon the. Concerns of thoſe that join in their Fa- 
mily Capacity, that it may be indeed a Family 
Pr ayer, not only offer'd up in and by the Family, 
but /uited to it. In this and other Services we 
ſhould endeavour not only to ſay ſomething, but 


- ſomething tothe Purpoſe. 
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| Five Things eſpecially — ſhould have upon 
your Heart in your Family Prayer, and ſhould 


endeavour to bring ſomething of each, more or 
leſs, into every Prayer with your Families, 

1. You ought tonale Family Acknowledgment sof 
1 your 


n 


88 W * 9 | 
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our Dependance God and his Providence, 
L1G von are 4 Family. Our great Buſineſs in all 
Adds of Religious Worſhip is; to give unto the 


* 
. 
. 


an Lord the Glory due unto his Name; and this 
; ¶ we muſt do in our Family Worſhip. Give Ho- 
h. nour to God. as the Founder. of Families by his 
RY Ordinance, , becauſe it was not good for Man 
ad be alone: as the Founder of your Families by 
ell his Providence, for he it is that bui/deth the 
in Houle, and ſetteth the Solitary in Families. 


Give Honour to him as the Owner and Ruler of 
Families; acknowledge that you and yours are 
bit, under his Government, and at his Dif 

as the Sheep of bis Paſture. Eſpecially adore him 
as the Godof all the Families of Iſrael, in Cove- 
nant Relation to them, and having a particular 


et 

2. © Concern for them above others, Fer. 31. 1. Give 

. Honour to the Great Redeemer as the Head of 

ſt all the Churches, even thoſe in your Houſes ; 

ſt call him the Maſt er of the Family, and the great _ 
i- pholder and. Benefator of it; for he it is - 
„hom all the Families of the Earth are bleſſed, by 


Gen. 12. 3. All Family Bleſſings are owing to 
Chriſt, and come to us through his Hand, 

dy his Blood. Own your Dependance upon 

* God, and your Obligations to Chriſt for all 

good Things pertaining both to Life and Godlineſi, 

and make Conſcience of paying Homage to 

your chief Lord, and never ſet up a Title - 

| * of your Enjoy ments in Competition 


. 
. 


| 2. You 


* 
* 


© 
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2. You' oupht' to make Fainifly" Confeſſions pf t 
0k your Sins againſt GOD®"th6(e Sins you Marl 
have contracted the Guilt of in your Family 
Capatity. We read in Scripture of the Inigui 
quity viſited wporj'' the Children: Sins that 
| bring Wrath upon Families; and à Curſe that 
ent ers into the Houſe to conſume it with the 
Tember thereof, and the Stones thereof, ech. 
J. 4 How {ad is tbe Condition of thoſe Fa- 
milies that ſin together, and never pray together ; 
that by concurring in Frauds, Quarrels and 
fles, by ſtrengthning one anotber's Hands in 
in Impiety and Profanenefs, fill the Meaſure of & 
Family-Guilt, and never agree together to do 
any thing to empty it. | en 


And even Religious Families, that are not 
polluted with groſs ahd ſcandalous Sins, yet have 
nerd to join every Day in the SoJemn Acts and 
Expreſtions of Repentance before God for ther 
SN -of daily infirrnity., Their vain Words, and 
unprofitable Converſe among themfelvrs; their 
manifold DefeAs'in relative” Duties provoking 
enanother's Yuſts and Pa ſſions, inſtead of pro» 
woking one axdther to Love, and to good Works : 
Theſe:ought-ro'be corfelſs'd and Brwail'd by the 
Family together, that God may be glorified, and 
what has been amifs may be amended for the 
futare. it was not: only in a time of great and 
extraordinary Repentance that Families mourn'd 
apart, Lech. 12. 11. But in the ſtated * 
a 0 
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pf the Day of Expiation the Prieſt was particu- 
arly to make Attonement for his Houſhold, Lev. 
76. 17. In many Things we all offend God, 
nd one another, and a penitent Confeſſion of it 
Wn Prayer together, will be the moſt effectual 
Nay of reconciling our ſelves both to God, and 
o one another, The beſt Families, and thofe 
n which Piety and Love prevails moſt, yet in 
many Things come ſhort, and do enough every, 
Day to bring em upon their Knees at Night. 


3. You ought to offer up. Family Thank(giv4 
ings for the Bleſſings which you, with your Fa: 
milies, receive from God. Many are the Mercies 
Which you enjoy the Sweetneſs and Benefit of in 
rommon, Which if wanting to one, all the Family 
would be ſenſible of it. Hath not God made a 
Hedge of Protection about you and your Houſes, 
and all that you have? Job. 1. 10. Hath he not 
Created a Defence upon every Dwelling Place of 

ount Zion, as well as upon her Aſſemblies, Ia. 
4. F. The dreadful Alarms of a Storm, and the 
Deſolations made, as by à Fire once in an Ape, 
ſhould make us ſenſible of our Obligations tothe 
Divine Providence for our Preſervation from 
[Tempeſts and Fire every Day, and evety Night. 
It is of the Lord's Mercies that we are not cond 
ſum'd, and buried in the Ruines of our Houſes. 
When the whole Family comes together fate in 
the Morning from their reſpective Retirements, 
and when they return ſafe at Night from their 
reſpective „ there having been no 


Ile 
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Diſaſter, no Adverſary, no evil Occurrent, it is 
fo teaſonable, and (as I may ſay) fo natural for fx 
them to join together in Solema Thankſgivings he 
to their great Protector, that I wonder how any {Ho 
that believe a God and a Providence can omit it. o 
Have you not Health in your Family, Sickneß e- 
kept or taken from the midſt of you? Doth not 
God bring plentifully into your Hands, and in. 
T creaſe your Subſtance? Have you not your 
Table ſpread, and your Cup running over, and ta 
Manna rain'd about your Tents? And doth not Fat 
the whole Family ſhare in the Comfort of all this? e 
Mall not then the Voice of Thankſgiving be in for 
thoſe Tabernacles where the Voice of Rejoicing i- 
Plal. 118. 15. Is the Vine by the Houſe ſide 
fruitful and flouriſhing, and the Olive Plants the 
round the Table green and growing ? Are Fa- the 
mily Relations comfortable and agreeable, not] Jn. 
broken, nor imbitter'd, and ſhall not that God by 
be acknowledg'd herein who makes every Crea-Wan: 
ture to be that to us that it ;z5 F Shall not the be 
God of your Mercies, your Family Mercies, be ie 
| the God of your Praiſes, your Family Praiſes, Fo! 
and that daily ? Exp oa Di 


| Bo 
The Benefit and Honour of your being Chri- 4 y 
& FAtian Families, your having in God's Houſe, and Yai 
Within his Walls, a Place and a Name better, 
than that of Sons and Daughters, and tbe Sal- 
vation this brings to your Houſe, furniſheth you Or 
With abundant Matter for Joint Thankſgiviggs þ 54. 
Tou hath he known above all the Families 7 | - LJ 97 
5 © as Ear 


by 
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arth, and therefore he expects in à ſpecial 
manner to be owned by you. Of all Houſes, 
She Houſe of Hrael, the Houſe of Aaron, and the 
ouſe of Levi, have moſt Reaſon to bleſs the 
Ford, and to ſay . that His Mercy endureth 

For ever. . | 


4. You ought to preſent your Family Petitions 
or the Mercy and Grace which your Families 
1nd in need of. Daily Bread is received by 
Families together, and we are taught not only 
Fo pray for it every Day, but to pray together 
in“ for it, aying, Our Father, give it uu. There 
„tre Aﬀiirs and Employ ments which the Family 

Ws jointly concern d in the Succeſs of, and 
therefore ſhould jointly ask of God Wiſdom for 
the Management of them, and Proſperity theres 
+ There are Family Cares to be caſt upon God 
EÞy Prayer, Family Comforts to be fought for, 
a. Nand Family Croſſes which they ſhould together 
Peg for the Sanctification and Removal of. 
Sicreby your Children will be more effectually 
e poſſeſs d with a Belief of, and Regard to, the 
Divine Providence, than by all the Inſtructions 
Sy ou can give them, which will look beſt in their 
i- Eye, when thus reduc'd to Practice by your 
© Qaily acknowledging God in your Ways. | 
Ti 


} You deſire that God will give Wiſdom and 
Grace to your Children, you travel in Birth 3. 
Fein till you ſee Chriſt formed in them, you pray 

For them; tis well, but tis not enough ; you 


2 muſt 
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muſt pray with them; let them hear you pray to 
God for a Bleſſing upon the good Inſtruction 
and Counſels you give them; it may perhaps| 
put them upon praying for themſelves, and en 
creaſe their Eſteem both of you, and of the gout 
Leſſons you teach them. You would have you 
Servants diligent and faithful, and this perhaps 
would help to make them ſo. Maſters do notf 
give to theirServants that which is juſt and equal 
if they do not continue in Prayer with then 
They are put together, Col. 4. 1, 2. 


There are ſome Temptations which Families 1 
as ſuch, lye open to. Buſie Families are in 
Temptation to Worldlineſs, and Neglect of Re 

ligious Duties; mixed Families are in Temp 
tion to Diſcord, and mutual Jealouſies; decay) 
ing Families are in Temptation to Diſtruſt, Diſf ,; 
content, and Indire& Courſes, to help them - 
ſelves ; they ſhould therefore not only watch, bu 
pray together, that they be not overcome by thei 


Temptations they are expoſed to. 


There are Family Bleſſings which God hath 
promis'd,and for which he will be ſought unto, if 
{ſuch as thoſe on the Houſe of Obed Edom for the 
Ark's ke; or the Mercy which St. Paul begs 
for the Houſe of One/iphorus, 2 Tim. I. 16. Theief 
Joint Bieſhiogs muſ b ſued out by Joint Prayers. 
There is a ſpecial BC which God command. 


upon Fimiljes that gwe# together in Unity, Pal. 
133. 1, 3. Which they mult leck for by 1 | 
_ py al 


'A Church in the Houſe. 9 
and come together to ſeek. for it, in Token of 
that Unity which qualifies for it, Where God 
commands the Bleſſing, we muſt beg the Bleſ- 
ſing. God by Promiſe bleſſeth David's Houſe, 
and therefore David by Prayer bleſſeth it too, 
2 Sam. 6. 20. | vv 


. 5. You ought to make Family Interceſſions for 
others alſo. There are Families you ſtand related 
to, or which by Neighbourhood, Friendſhip or 
# Acquaintance, you become interefted in, and 
& concern'd for, and theſe you ſhould recommend 
ließ in your Prayers to the Grace of God, and your 
ig, Family that are jein'd with you in the Alliances 
Re ſhould join with you in thoſe Prayers, Evil Tid- 
© ings perhaps are receiv'd from Relations at a di- 
ay} ſtance, which are the Grief of the Family; God 
i muſt then beſought unto by the Family for Suc- 
m · cour and Deliverance, Some of the Branches of 
the Family are perhaps in diſtant Countries, and 
in dangerous Circumſtances, and you are ſolici- 
tous about them; it will be a Comfort to your 
lelves, and perhaps will be of Advantage to them, 
thi to make mention of them daily in your Family 
0% Prayers, The Benefit of Prayer will reach far, 
the becauſe he that hears Prayer can extend his 
eg Hand of Power and Mercy to the utmoſt Corners 
eſe of * Earth, and to them that are afar of upon 
Irs, the Sea. a 


vas . | | 

al.” In the publick Peace likewiſe we and our Fa- 
0 milies have Peace, and therefore if we forget 
] thee 


thee; O Jerulalem, we are unworthy ever to 
Stand in thy Courts, or dwell within thy Walls, 


the Proſperity of all its Intereſts; that praying 
everywhere we make Supplication for the King, | 
bear upon our Hearts the Concerns of God's 
Church abroad, eſpecially the ſuffering Parts of 


the Name of the Lord Felus, 
Care, let it be the Matter of our Prayer; and let 


ſpread before God: And whatever is the Matter 


- Thankſgiving; and let us with hold our Hearts 


Religious Worſhip, which participates both of 


moniſh one anot her; it is therefore very proper to 
male it a Tranſition from the one to the other. 


_— - vue - 
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ay 
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Our Families ſhoyid be Witnefſes for us that we | 5 
pray daily for the Land of our Nativity, and 


and all in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. 2, 8. That we 


it. Thus keeping up a Spiritual Communion 
with all the Families that in every Place call on 


In 2 Word, Let us go by this Rule in our Fa: 
mily Devations ; whatever is the Matter of our 
us allow no Care, which we cannot in Faith 4 
of our Rejoicing, let it be the Matter of our 


from all thoſe Joys, which do not diſpoſe us for 
the Duty of Praiſe; | 


Under this Head of Family Worſhip, I muſt not 
omit to recommend to you the Singing of Pſalms 
in your Families, as a Part of Daily Worſhip, 
eſpecially Sabbath Worſhip, This is a Part of 


the Word and Prayer; for therein we are not 
only to give Glory to God, but to teach and ad- 


It 


/ 
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t will warm and quicken you, refreſh and com- 


= 


. fort you, and perhaps if you have little Children 
ve in your Houſes, they will ſooner take Notice of 
1d Wit than of any other Part of your Family Devo- 


tion; and ſome good Impreſſions may thereby 
be faſten'd upon them inſenſiblix. 


= Thirdly, Keep up Family Diſcipline; that ſo 
Hou may have à compleat Church in your Houſe, 
tho! in little. Reaſon teacheth us, that every 
Aan. ſhould bear: Rule in his own Houſe, Eſtb. 1. 
22. And ſince that as well as other Power is of 
5 Bat it ought to be employed for God; and they 
that ſo rule muſt be jut, ruling in his Fear. Jo- 


1 « 

ix ua look'd further than the Acts of Religious 
t Worſnip, when he made that Pious Reſolution, 
h At for me and my Houſe we will ſerve the Lord, 


„ Joſh. 24. 15. For we do not ſerve him, in Since; 
ritie and Truth,( which is the Service he there 
rs ſpeaks of, v. 14.) if we and ours ſerve him only 
ron our Knees, and do not take Care to ſerve him 

an all the Inſtances of a Religious Converſation, 

& Thoſe only that have clean Hands, and a pure 
t Heart, are accounted the Generation of them 
i; I that ſeek God, Pal. 24. 4, 6. And without this 
” thoſe that pretend to ſee God daily, do but 
ft © © mock him, Ja. 58. 2. 
ff _ | | 
The Authority God hath given you over your 
Children and Servants is principally deſign'd for 
this End, that vou may thereby engage them 
for God and Godlineſs, If you uſe it only to o- 
HT, 


blige 


. 
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lige them to do your; Will, and fo to ſerve your | 


4 , 2 


„ 


Pride, and to do your Buſinejs,, and ſo to ſerve 

our Wordlineſs, you do not anſwer the great 
End of your being inyeſted with it: Lou muſt 
uſe it for God's Honour, by it to engage them as 
far as you can to do the Will of God, and mind the 
Buſineſ of Religion. Holy David not only 


blels'4 his Howfhold, but took Care to keep good a 
Ocder in it, as appears by that plan of his Fa - 
mily Diſcipline, which we have in the 101ft 


7 
at 


Pjalm, a Plalm which Mt. Fox tells us, that Bleſ, it 


fed Martyr Biſhop Riley often read to his Family, 


as the Rule by which he reſoly d to govern it. 


You are made Keeper: of the Vineyard, be i. 
faitbful to your Truſt, and carefully watch over 
thole that are under your Charge, knowing you 


muſt give Account. 


is Countenance. every thng that 1 good and 1 


praiſe · wort hy in your Children and Servants, It 


is as much your Duty to com mend and encourage 


thoſe in your Family that do well, as to reprove 
and admoniſh thoſe that 40 amiſs; and if you 
take delight only in Hlaming that which is cu/pg- 
ble, and are backward to praiſe that which-is 


daudable, you give occaſion to ſuſpect ſomething þ © 


of an ill Nature not becoming a good Man, much 
leſs a good Chriſtian. ' It ſhould be a Trouble to 
us when we have a Reproof to give, but a Plea- 
ſure to us to ſay with the Apoſtle, 'x Cor. 1 


Nom I praiſe Im. 
. 34d | Moſt 


Fr 
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+ Moſt People will be eaſter led than driven, 
Wand we all love to be [poker fair: When you ſee 
any thing that is hopeful and promiſing in your 
Hnferiors, any thing of a towardly and tradable 
Diſpoſition, . much more any thing of a Pious 
ffection to the Things of God, you ſhould 
therefore contrive.to encourage it. Smile upon 
them when you ſee them ſet their Faces Heaven: 
ward, and take the firſt Opportunity to let them 
now you oblerve it, and are well pleas'd with 
Hit, and do not deſpiſe tha Day of ſmall Things. 
This will quicken them to continue and abound 
in that which is Good, 'twill hearten them 2 
Painſt the Difficulties they ſee in Their Way, 
Land perhaps may turn the wavering, trembling, 
Scale the right Way, and effectually determine 
their Reſolutions to cleave to the Lord. When 
vou lee them forward to come to Family. Wor- 
1 ip, attentive to the Word, devout in Prayer, 
indy 


ſtrious to get Knowledge, afraid of Sin, and 
careful to do their Duty, let them have the 
Praile of it, for you have the Comfort of it, 
land God muſt have all the Glory. Draw them 
with the Cords of a Man, hold them with the 
Bands of Love, ſo ſhall your Rebekes, when 
they are neceſſary, be'the more acceptable and ef- 
\fe&tual. The great Shepherd gathers the Lambs 
in his Arms, and carries them in his Boſome, 
and gently leads them, and ſo ſhould you. 


4 2; Difcountenance every thing that is evil in 
your Children and * Uſe your Auteori: 


ry 


f 


"Wiſdom, keep good Order in your Families, and 
ſet no wicked thing before your Eyes, but witneſs In: 


Tump. Be afraid of 1 wicked Servants in 


iy for the preventing of Sin, and the ſuppreſſing MW a1 
of every Root of Bitterneſs, leſt it ſpring up,and MW #7 
trouble you, and thereby may be defiled. Frown WH 
upon every thing that ar into yourFami- Wſir 
lies, and introduceth any ill Words, or ill Pra- 

ctices. Pride and Paſlion, Strife and Contenti-| 

on, Idleneſs & Intemperance, and Lying and Slan- ¶ to 
dering,theſe are Sins which you muſt not con- 
nive at, nor ſuffer to go without a Rebuke. lac 


A Church in the Houſe." 


Fou return to the Almighty, this among other ic 


Things is requir'd of you, that you put away Ini 


quity, all Iniquity, theſe and other the like Ini: * 


quities, far from your Tabernacles, Job. 22. 23. 
Make it to appear that in the Government o 
your Familes you are more jealous - f6r God's wv 
Honour, than for your own Authority and Inte- * 
reſt, and ſhew your ſelves more diſpleasd at) &. 
that which is an Offence to God, than at that! th 
which is only an Affront or Damage to your Fus 
ſelves. en 


Jon muſt indeed be careful not to pro voõ you F ro 
Children to Wrath, left they be diſcour aged; ande 
as to your Seryants, it is your Duty to forbear or r 


moderate Threatning; yet you muſt alſo with! to 


Holy Zeal and Relolution, and the Meekneſs ol * ba 


againſt it. A little Leaven leaveneth the whole 


your Houſes,leſt your Children learn their Way, 


and get a Snare rotheir, Souls, Drive away with |, 


f 0 
an 


— 
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an angry Countenance all that evil Communica- 
tion Which corrupts good Manners, that your 
| Houſes may be Habitations of Righteouſneſs, and 


ſin may never find Sheiter in them. 


I come now (ſecondly ) to offer ſome Moti ves 
to per / wade you thus to turn your Families into 
little Chufches. And O that 1 could find out 
acceptable Words, with which to reaſon with you 
er lc as to prevail. Suffer me a little, and I will 
i- em you what is to be ſaid on God's Behalf, 
i. Which is worth your Conſideration. 


| \ Fir#t, If your Families be little Churches, God 
vill come to you and dwell with you in them; for 
he hath (aid concerning the Church, This is my 
Relt for ever, here will I awell:lt isa very deſirable 
t thing to have the Gracious Preſence of God with 
us in our Families, that Preſence which is pro? 
miſd where Two or Three are gather'd together 
in his Name. This was it that David was ſo deſi- 
*Frous of Pſal. 101.2. O when wilt thou come un- 
rome! His Palace, his Court, would be as a 


: EPriſon,as a Dungeon, to him, if God did not come 
to him, and dwell with him, in it ; and cannot 
pour Hearts Witneſs to this Deſire? You that 
al bars Houſes of your own, would you not have 
God come to you, and dwell with you, in them? 


Invite him then, beg bis Preſence, court his Stay. 
Nay, he invites kimlſelf to your Houſes by the 

Offers of his Favour and Grace; Behold he fand: 
4. your Door and knocks; It is the Voice of 
Na. E 2 your 


it 
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your Beloved, Open to him, and bid him welcome; an 
meet him with your Hoſanna's; Bleſſed is he that ¶ Pr 
cometh. He cometh peaceably, he brings a Bleſ. irc 
ſing with him, a Bleſſing which he will cauſe t. wi 
reſt upon the Habitations of the Righteous, Mari 
Exel: 44. 30. He will command a Bleſſing, which WW be 


I" ad 


This will make your Family Comforts doubl:;F*C| 
Comforts, and your Family Croſſes but half Cre Þ 
ſes ;, twill turn a Tent into a Temple, a Cot. , v 
tage into a Palace. Beautiful for Situation, the 
Joy of the whole Earth, are the Houſes in which 
God dwells. | 


4 


Now the Way to have God's Preſence with“ a 


you in your Houſes, is to furniſh them for his 
Entertainment. Thus the good Shunamite invi- BY 
ted the Prophet Eliſha to the Chamber ſhe had BY 
prepar'd for him, by accommodating him there fc 
with a Bed and a Table, a Stool and a Candle: al 
fick, 2 King. 4. 10. Would you furniſh yout #/ 
Houles for the Preſence of God, tis not expect fi 
ed that you furniſh them as his Tabernacl: þ 
was of Old, furniſhed, with Blue, and Purple, it 


7 
and Scarlet and fine Linen, but ſet up and keep up 
for him a Throne and an Altar, that from the 1 
Altar you and yours may give glory to him, and .0 
from them the Throne he may give Law * 4 


*. 
4. 
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and yours, and then you may be ſure of 
EPreſence and Bleſſing, and may ſolace your ſelves 
R Hrom Day to Day in the Comfort of it. God 
will be wieh you in a Way of Mercy, while you 
Hare with him in a Way of Duty; If you ſeek him 
be will be found of you. The Secret of God ſhall 
WF be in your T abernacle, as it was on Job's Ch. 29. 
JF 4. as it is with the-Righteons, Pla. 25, 14. Prov. 
3 3257 33. | 
u\F Secondly, If you make your Houſes little 
Churches, God will make them little Sanituaries; 
„. Perz he will himſelf be to you as a little Sanct ua- 
ry, Ezek. 11.16. The Way to be ſafe in your 
Hoaſes, is to keep up Religion and the Fear of 
God in your Houſes; fo ſhall you dwell on high, 
and the Place of your Defence ſhall be the Muni - 
tion of Rocks, Ila. 33. 16. The Law looks upon 
2 Man's Houſe as his Caſtle, Religion makes it 
truly ſo, If God's Grace be the Glory in the 
miaſt of the Houle, his Providence will mate a 
1:3 Wall of Fire round about it, Zech. 2. 5. Satan 
e found it to his Confuſion that God made aHedge 
about Pious Fob, about his Houſe, and about all 
that he had on every Side; ſo that he could not 
find on Gap by which to break in upon him; 
Job 1. 10. Every Dewlling Place of Mount Sion 
, ©. ſhall be protected as the Tabernacle was in the 
© Wilderneſs ; for God bath promiſed to create 
upon it a Cloud and Smoke by ay, and the ſhining 
„ a flaming Fire by Night, which ſhall be a De: 
|  Jence upon all the Glory, Ia. 4. J. If we — | 
42; awe 
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Awell in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of our 
Life, by making our Houſes his Houſes, we 
ſhall be hid in his Pavilion, in the Secret of. hi; 
Tabernacle ſhall he hide us, Plal, 27. 4, . 


Where · ever we encamp, under the Banner of 
Christ, the Angels of God will encamp round a: 
bout us, and pitch their Tents where, we pitch 
ours; and we little think how much we owe it 
to the Miniſtration of the good Angels that we 
and ours are preſerv'd from the Malice of evil 
Angels, who are centinually ſeeking to do Miſ-} 
cheif to good People. There are Terrors that fly 
by Night and by Day,which'they only that abide 
under the Shadow of the Almighty can promiſe 
themſelves to be ſafe from, Pſa. 91. 1, 5. Would 
you enſure your Houſes by the beſt Policy of En- 


ſurance, turn them into Churches, and then Si 


they ſhall be taken under the ſpecial Protection 
of him that keeps Iſrael, and neither lumbers 
nor /leeps , and if any Damage come to them, 
it ſhall be made up in Grace and Glory. The | 
Way of Duty is without doubt the Way of 


Safety. h 

Praying Families are kept from more Mil- 
chiefs than they themſelves are aware of. They 
are not always ſenſible of the Diſtin&ion which 


na kind Providence makes between them and 


others ; though God is pleas'd ſome times to 
make it remardable, as in the Story which is 
credibly related of a certain Village in the Can: 

| * 1 
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on of Bern in Switzerland, conſiſting of Ninety 
Houſes, Which in the Year 1584, was all deſtroy- 
>d by an Earthquake, except One Houſe, in 
which the good Man and his Family were at 
hat Time together Praying, That Promile is 


iure to all the Seed of faithful Abraham, Fear not, 
a: 7 am thy Shield, Gen. 15. 1- Wiſdom berſelf 
ch Whith paſt her Word for it, Prov. 1. 33. hol, 


hearkeneth to me, wherever he dwells, he. ſhall 
dwell ſafely; and ſhall be quiet from all real Evil 
it ſelf, and from the amazing tormenting Fear 


. of Evil: Nothing can hurt, nothing needs 
y frighten thoſe whom God protects. pi lb 
ſe Thirdly, If you have not a Church in your 
d Houſe, it 5s to be fear'd Satan mall have a [rat 
1- ?here, If Religion do not rule if your Families, 
nf Sin and Wickidneſs will rule thete. 7Fnop 
where thou dwelleſt ( faith Chriſt to the Angel 
of the Church of Pergamos, Rev, 2. 13. even 


where Satan's ſeat is; that was his Affliction; 
put there are many whoſe Sin it is; by their 
AHrreligion and Immorality they allow Satan 4 
Seat in their Houſes, and that Seat a Throne. 
They are very willing that the trons Man Arm: 
"ed - ſhould keep his Palace there, and thit his 
Goods ſhould be at Peace; and the ſureſt Way 
to prevent this, is by ſetting up a Church in the 
| Houſe, Tis commonly ſaid, That where God 
hath a Church, the Devil will have his Chapel; 
but it may more truly be ſaid in this Caſe, where 
God bath not a Church, the Devil will have his 


Chapel. 
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& apel. If the unclean Spirit find the Houſe inf 
this Senſe empty, empty of Good, though it be 
ſwept and garniſhed, he taketh to himſelf [ever 
other Spirits more wicked than himſelf, and they 
enter in and dwell there. 


Terrible Stories have been told of Houſe; 
1915 by the Devil, and of the Fear People 
have had of dwelling in ſuch. Houſes; verily 
thoſe. Houſes in which Ryoting and Drenknef 
reign, in which Swearing, and Curſing are the 
.anguage of the Houſe, or in which the mor: 
Spiritual wickidneſs of Pride, Malice, Cove 
touſneſs and Deceit, have the Aſcendant, may; 
truly be ſaid to be haunted by the Devil, and 


they are moſt ypcomfortable Hou ſes for any Man, 
_ tolivein: They are Holds of foul Spirits, and. 
Cages of unclean and hateful Birds, even as B. 


bylon. the Great will be when it is fallen, Rey 
18. 2. ; a Kir 0 

| .® 
th. 


Now the way to keep Sin out of the Houſe i 
to keep up Religion in the Houſe, which will 
be the moſt effeftual Antidote againſt Satan 
Poiſon, When Abraham thought concerning 


* 


Abimelech's Houſe, Surely the Fear of God u 


not iu this Place, he concluded no leſs but hi 
will lay mg for, my Wife's ſake, Gen. 20. 11. to 
Where no Fear of God is, no Reading, no Pray- 5; 
iog, no Devotion, what can one expect but all ot 
hat's bad? Where there is Impiety there will 5, 
be Immorality ; they that reſtrain Prayer, o ' th 
. 0 q 


— 
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ff Har, Job 15.44 ut if Religious Worſhip 
ave its Place in the Houſe, it may be hoped, 
dat Vice will not habe a Place there, There is 
nuch of Truth in that Saying of good Mr. Dod, 
it her Praying will make a Man give over Sin- 
ing, or Sinnig will male a Man give over Praying. 
here remains ſome Hope concerning thoſe who 
re otherwiſe bad, as long as they keep up Prayer. 
hough there be a Struggle between Chrift and 
Belzal in your Houſes, and the Inſults of Sin and 
Watan are daring and threatning, yet as long ag 
Religion keeps the Field, and the Weapons of 
ts Warfare are made uſe of, we may hope the 
WEnemy will loſe Ground. 


* 


Fourthly, A Church in the Houſe will male it 
very comfortable to your ſel ves. Nothing more 
wagreeable to a gracious Soul, than cant ant Com 
munion With a gracious God; tis the One Thing 
it deſires, to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord, here 
it is as in its Element, 'tis its Reft for ever. If 
therefore our Houſes be Houſes of the Lord, we 
Il hall for that Reaſon love Home, reckoning our 
"BE daily Devotion the ſweeteſt of our daily Delights; 
and our Family orfhip the moſt valuable of our 
Family Comforts. This will Sanctiſie to us all 
the Convenienci&of our Houſe, and reconcile us 
to th@lnconvenienGes of it, What are Solomon's 
Gardens, and Orchards, and Pools of Water, and 
8 other the Delights of the Sons of Men, ( Eccl. 2. 
J. 6,8. )in Compariſon with'thele Delighrs of 
the Children of God ? = g 
4 + Family, 
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Family Religion will help to make our Fami- 
I Relations comfortable to us, by promoting 
Love, preventing Quarrels, and extinguiſhing 
_ Heats that may at any Time happen; A Family 
living in the Fear cf God, and joining daily in 
_ Religious Worſhip, truly enjoys its ſelf; Behold | 
how good, and how - roy 4 Thing it is for Bre- 
tbren thus to dwell together; it is not only like] 
Ointment and Perfume, which rejoice the Heart, 
but like the Holy Ointment, the Holy Perfume, 
wherewith Aaron the Saint of the Lord was 
Conſecrated: Not only like the common Dewi 
to the Graſs, but like the Dew which deſcendeth 
upon the Mountains of Sion, the Holy Moun: 0 
| tains, Pſa. 133. 1, 2. The Communion of Saints % ſ! 
in that which is the Work of Saints, is without 
doubt the moſt pleaſant Communion here on tt 
Earth, and the livelieſtRepreſentation,and ſureſt 4 
Pledge of thoſe Everlaſting Joys, which are the? 
Happineſs of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfett, P 
and the Hopes of holy Souls in this imperfet 
State. ; Rk | 17 


Family Religion will make the Affairs of the le 
Family ſucceſsful; and tho they may not in eve. : 
ry thing ifſue to our Mind, yet we may by Faith 3 | 
foreſee that they will at laſfiff to our Good, III 4 
this Beauty ef the Lord our Goa be upon us, and. 1 
our e the Work of our Hand. 
unto us, yea, the Work of our Hands it will eta. / 


bliſh; or howeyer, 'twill et abliſb our Hearts in f 
3 


4, 
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that Comfort which makes every thing that oc- 


uts eafie, Pſa. 90. 17. 112. 8. 

10 We caanot ſuppoſe our Mountain to ſtand ſo 
4 Wrong, but that it will be moved; Trouble in the 
„ieh we muſt expect, and Affliction in that from 


which we promiſe our ſelves moſt Comfort; and 
when the Divine Providence makes our Houſes 
= Houſes of Mourning, then it will be comfortable 
io have them Houſes of Prayer, and to have had 
them ſo before. When Sickneſs, and Sorrow, 
and Death, come into our Families, (and ſooner 
Wor later they will come) 'tis good that they 
BY ſhould find rhe Wheels of Prayer a going, and the 


ut Family accuſtom'd to ſeek God; for if we are 
then to begin this good Work when Diſtreſs for: 
i ret h us to it, we ſhall drive heavily in it. They 


je That pray conſt antly when they are well, may 
I pray comfortably when they are ſick, ED 


. 4 Fifthly, A Church in the Houſe will be 4 good 
9 Legace, nay, it will be a good Inheritance, to be 


6 ny left to your Children after you. Reaſon direfts us 
to conſult the Welfare of Poſterity, and to lay up 


f N in Store à good Foundation for thole that thall 
come after us to build upon, and we cannot do 
1þ © this better than by keeping up Religion in our 


& Houſes. A Family Altar will be the beſt Entail; 
= your Children will for this riſe up, and call you 
"> bleſſed, and it may be hoped they will be prai- 
ſing God for you, and praiſing God like you, 


7 
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here on Earth, when you are praiſing him in 
Heaven. 3 


1 


You will hereby leave your Children the Be- 
nefit of many Prayers put up to Heaven for them, 
which will be kept (as it were) upon the File 
there, to be anſwer'd to their Comfort, when 
you are ſilent in the Duſt. Tis true of Prayer 


what we ſay of Winter, Ie never rots in the Skies : 


The Seed of Jacob know they do not ſeek in 
vain, the perhaps they live. not to ſee. their 
Prayer anſwer' d. Some good Chriſtians that 

have made Conſcience of praying daily with and 
for their Children, have been encourag'd, to 
hope that the Children of ſo many Prayers 
ſhould not miſcarry at laſt; and thus encourag'd, 


Joſeph's dying Word hath been the ** 2 of f ri 


many a dying Chriſtian's Faith, 7 die, but G 


will ſurely viſit you, Gen. 5o. 24+ I have heard 
of a hopeful Son, who ſaid he valued his [ntereſt 
in his Pious Father's Prayers far more than his 
Intereſt in his Eſtate, tho' a conſiderable one. 


You will likewiſe hereby leave your Children 
a goed Example, which you may hope they will 
follow when they come into Houſes of their own, 


The Uſage and Practice of Families is commonly 


tranſmitted from one Generation to another; 


bad Cuſtoms are many times thus entail'd ; They 


that burn Incenſe to the Queen of Heaven learnt 
it of their Fathers, Jer. 44. 17. And a vain Con- 
ver/ation was thus receiv'd by Tradition, 


1,1 


LY 


1 Pet. 


5 ; "as. 
"> & Church in the Honfe, * 45 
1. 18. And why may not good Cuſt ams be in 
like manner handed down to Poſterity ? Thus we 
ſhould make known the Ways of God to our 
bzldren, that they may ariſe and declare them 
to their Children, Pal. 78. 6. and Religion may 
decome an Heir-Loom in our Families; let aur 

hildren be able to ſay, when they are tempted 
to ſit looſe to Religion, That it was the Way of 
heir Family, the good old Way, in which their 
athers walked, and in waich they themſelves 
ere educated and train'd up:And with this they 
may anſwer him that reproacheth them. Let Fami- 
ly Worſhip, beſides all its other Pleas for it ſelf, be 
able in your Houſes to plead Preſeription. And 
Kho' to the Acceptableneſs of the Service tis re- 
Huiſite that it be done from a higher and better 
"Principle than purely to keep up the Cuſtom of 
Family, yet better ſo than not at all: And 
the Form of Godlineſs may by the Grace of God 
It length prove the happy Vehicle of ts power; 
nad dry Bones,whilſt unburried, may be made to 
ive. Thus 4 good Man lives an Inheritance to 
is Children; and the Generation of the Upright 
hall be bleſſed. BE 4 

; Daffy 5 


Sixthly, AChurch in the Houſe will contribute 
Wery much to theProſperity of the Church of God 
In the Nation. Family Religion, it that prevail, 
vill put a Face of Religion upon the Land, and 
ö ery much advance the Beauty and Peace of our 


* 0 e * 


Engliſh Jeruſalem. This is that which I hope we 
re all hearty Well-wiſhers to; nn the 
l on- 


> 
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Conſlderation of Parties, and ſeparate Intereſts, 
and burying all Names of Diſtinction in the Grave 
of Chriſtian Charity, we earneſtly deſire to ſee 

true Catholiek Chriſtianity, and ſerious Godline(; 
in the power of it, prevailing and flowriſning in 
our Land; to ſee Knowledge filling the Land as 
the Waters cover the Sea; to ſee Holineſs and 
Love giving Law, and triumphing over Sin and 
Strife; we would fee Cauſe to call your City: 
City of Righteouſneſs, a faithful City, its Walls 
Salvation, and its Gates Praiſe. Now-all this 
would be effected if Family Religion Were gene: th 
rally ſet up, and kept up. A 


When the Wall was to be built about Jeruſa Mp 
lem, twas preſently done by, this Expedient, eve... 
ry one undertook to repair over againſt his o] 
Houſe. See Neh. 3. 10, &. And if ever the 
decayed Walls of the Goſpel Ferufalen 
be built up, it muſt be by the ſame 

Method. Every one muſt ſweep before his own Bf x, 
Door,and then he Street will be clean. It there WF , 
were a Church in every Houſe, there would be it 
ſuch a Church in our Land as would make it 2 & 
Praiſe throughout the whole Earth, We cannot q 
better ſerve our Country than by keeping up Re- F 44 
ligion in our Families. | ti 


Let Families be well Catechiz'd, and then the 
Publick Preaching of the Word will be the more m 
profitable, and the more ſucceſsful. For want of v, 
this, when we ſpeak never fo plainly of the 

| Things 
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hings pertaining to the Kingdom of God, to the 
noſt we do but ſpeak Parables, The Book of the 
ord is deliver'd to them that ate not Catechiz'd, 


Nyiag, Read this, and they ſay we are not learn- 
d 4 Jearned enough in other Things, but not in 


in ene one Thing needful, J/a. 29. 12. But our 
Work is eaſie with thoſe that from their Child- 
n hood have known the Holy Scriptures. 


If every Family were a Praying Family, Pub- 
lick Prayers would be the better join'd with, 
more intelligently, and more affectionatly; for 
the mere we are us'd to prayer, the more expert 
we ſhall be in that Holy and Divine Art of entring 
into the Holieſt in that Duty. And Publick 
Reproofs and Admonitions would be as a Nail 
in a ſure Place, if Maſters of Families would ſe- 
cond them with their Family Dilcipline, and fo 
cleach thoſe Nails. | 


Religious Families are Bleſſing to the Neigh- 
bourhood they live in, at leaſt by their Prayers. 
A Good Man thus becomes a Publick Good, add 
it is his Ambition to be ſo, Tho' he ſee bi 

Childrens Children, he has ſmall Joy of that if he 
do not ſee Peace upon Iſrael, Pſa. 128. 5, 6. And 
therefore poſtponing all his own Intereſts and Sa 
tislactions, he ſets himſelf to ſeec the good of Jes 

ruſalem, all the Days of his Life. Happy were 
we if we had many ſuch, That which nowre- 
mains is to addreſs my ſelf to you upon the 
whole Matter by Way of Exlortation; and I 


pray 
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ray you let my Counſel be acceptable to you; 
auc White I endeavour to give every one his Por- 
tion, let your Conſciences aſſiſt me herein, and 
take to your ſelves that which belongs to you. 


Firſt, Let theſe Maſt ers of Families that have 
hitherto liv'd in the Neglect of Family Religion 
be perſwaded nom tu ſet it up, and from hence- 
forward to make Con ſcience of it, I know it is 
hard to perſwade People to begin even a good 
Work that they have not been ud to; yet if} 
God by his Grace ſet in with this Word, who can 
tell but ſome may be wrouglet upon to comply 
with the Deſign of it? We have no ill Deſign in 
urging you to this Part of your Duty: We aim 
not at the Advantage of a Party, but purely at 
the Proſperity of your Families. We are ſure we 
have Reaſon on our Side, and if you will but 
ſuffer that to rule you, we ſhall gain our Point, 
and you will all go Home firmly reſolv'd, as Fs: 
Hua Was, that whatever others do themſelves, 
and whatever they ſay of you, Du and your 
Houſes will ſerve the Lord. God put it into, and 
» Reep it in the e the Thought of your 

Heart, and eftabliſh your Way therein before him! 
Proceed in the right Method, firſt ſet up Chriſt Þ 
upon the Throne in your Hearts, and then ſet up 
a Church for Chriſt in your Houſe. Let Chriſt 
dwelt in your Hearts by Faith, and then let him 
dwell in your Houſes; you do not begin at thi 
right Eod of your Work, if you do not firft give | 
your own ſelves unto the Lor d; God had _ 
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firſt to Abel, and then to his Offering. -Let the 
Fear and Love of God rule in your Hearts, and 
have a commanding Sway and Empire there, and 
then ſet up an Altar for God in your Tents; for 
you cannot do that acceptably till you have firſt 
Conſecrated your ſelves as Spiritual Prze$#s to 


God, to ſerve at that Altar, 


And when your Hearts, like Lydia's, are open'd 
to Chriſt, let your Houſe, like her's, be open'd 
to him too, Act. 16. 14, 15. Let there be Churches 
in alt your Houſes; let thoſe that have the ſtate- . 
lieſt, richeſt, and beſt furniſh'd Houſes, reckon 


2 Church in them to be their beſt Ornament: 
| Let thoſe that have Houſes of the greateſt Care 
arid Buſineſs reckon Family Religion their beſt 
# Imployment, and not neglect the one Thing need. 

ful, while they are careful and cumber d about 

many Things: Nor let thoſe that have cloſe and 
mean Habitations be diſcourag'd; the Ark 
God long dwelt in Curtians. Your Dwelling is 


not ſo ſtrait, but you may find Room for a 
Church in it, Church Work uſes to be charge: 
able, but you may do this Church Work cheap: 
You need not make Silver Schrines as they did 
for Diana, nor laviſh Gold out of the Bag, as Ido. 
laters did in the Service of their Dunghil Gods, 


co (Ja. 46. 6.) No, an Altar of Earth ſhall you 


make to your God, Exod. 20. 24. and he will ac- 
cept it. Church Work uſes to be /aw Work, but 


vod may do this quickly. Put on Reſolution, and 


G you 
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you may ſet up this Tabernacle to 

to Mor ro W.. | 
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Would you keep up your Authority in your 
Family? You cannot do it better than by Keep. 
ing up Religion in your Family. If ever a Ma. 
ſter of a Family 40% great, truly great, it is 
when he is going before his Houſe in the Service 
of God, and preſiding among them in holy 
Things. Then he ſhews himſelf worthy of doubl. 
Honour, when he teacheth them the good Know: 
ledge of the Loyd, and is their Mouth to God in 
Prayer, bleſſing them in the Name of God. 


Would you have your Family Relations com. 
fortable, your Affairs ſucceſsful, and give an E. 


vidence of your profeſſed Subjettion to the Golpel Þ 
of Chriſt? Would you live in God's Fear, and 


die in his Favour, and eſcape-that Curſe which is 
entail'd upon prayerleſs Families, let Religion in 
the Power of it have its due Place, that is, the up- 
permoiſt Place in your Houſes. 


Many ObjeRions your own corrupt Hearts 
will make againſt building theſe Churches, but 
they will all appear frivolous and trifling to a 
Pious Mind, that is ſtedfaſtly reſolv'd for God 
and Godlineſs; you'll never go on in your Way 
to Heaven, if you'll be frightned by Lions in the 


Street. Whatever is the Difficulty you dread, 
the Diſcouragement you apprehend in it, I am Fs 
confident, it is not inſuperable, it is not unanſwe- 


HIT | | rable 


ight before 


E a "Pe * 4s 5 4 * | "a 

A Church in the Houſe, © 51 
rable. But he that obſerves the Mind ſhall not ſow, 
and he that regards the Clouds ſhall not reap. 


| Be not loth to begin a new Cuſtom, if it be a 
good CuStom, eſpecially if it be a Duty, (as cer- 
tainly this is) which while you continue in the 
Neglect of, you live in Sin; for Omiſſionsare Sins, 
and muſt come into Judgment, It may be you 
have been convinc'd, that you ought to worſhip 
God in your Families, and that it is a good thing 
to do ſo, but you have put it off, to ſpme more 
convenient Seaſon. Will you now at laſt take 
Occaſion from this Sermon to begin it? And do 
not defer ſo good a Work any longer. The pre- 
ſent Seaſon is without doubt the moſt convenient 
Seaſon. Begin this Day; let this be the Day of 
© your laying the Foundation of the Lord's Temple, 
in your Houſe; and then conſider from this Day 

and upward, as God by the Prophet reaſons wit 
the People who neglected to build the Temple, 

Hag. 2 18, 19: Take notice whether God do not > 
from this Day remarkably bleſs you in all that 
you haye ang do, r 15 


Plead not your own Weakneſs and Inability ; 
to perform Family Worſhip; make uſe of the 
Helps that are provided for you : Do as well as 


) WW you can, when you cannot do fo well as you 
would, and God will accept of you, You will 
„ WW write what is neceſſary for the carrying on of 


our Trade, tho' you cannot write ſo fine a 
Hand as ſome others can; and will you not be 


Re” 
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as wiſe in the Work of your Chriſtian Calling, 
to do your beſt, tho' it be far ſhort of the beſt, 
rather than not do it at all, To him that hath 
but one Talent, and trades with that, more ſhall 
be given; but from him that buries it, it ſhall 
be taken away. Be at ſome Pains to make the 
Scriptures familiar to you, eſpecially David; 
Pjalms, and then you cannot be to ſeek for a Va- 
riety of apt Expreſſions, proper to be uſed in 
Prayer, for they will be always at your Right 
Hand. Take with you thoſe Words, Words which 
the Holy Ghoſt teaches, for you cannot ind more 

acceptable Words. 5 


And now ſhall I prevail with you in this Mat- 
ter ? I am loth to leave you unreſoly'd,or but al- 
moſt perſwaded ; ] beg of you for God's ſake, for Þ 
Chriſt's ſake, for your own precious Soul's ſake, þ 
and for the Childrens ſake of your own Bodies, 
that you will live no longer in the Neglect of ſo 
great, and neceſſary, and comfortable a Duty, 
as this of Family Worſhip is. When we preſs 
upon you the more inward Duties of Faith and 
Love, and the Fear of God, it cannot be ſo evi- if 
dent, that we ſucceed in our Errand as it may 
be in this. It is certain you get not good by this 
Sermon, but it is wholly loft upon you, if after 
you have heard it, or read it, you continue in 
the Neglect of Family Religion; and if till you 
caft off Fear, and reſtrain Prayer before God. Your 
Families will be Witneſſes againſt you that this 
Work was undone; and this Sermon will wie ö 
0 eis 
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eſs againſt you, that it was not for want of be- 
ng called to do ir, but for want of an Heart to 


o it, when you were called. But I hope better 


hings of you, my Brethren, and _ that ac. 
ompany Salvation, though I thus ſpeak. 


Secondly, Let thoſe that have kept up Family 


SWorſbip formerly, but of late have left it off, be 
o rerſwaded to reviveit. This perhaps is the Caſe 
Jof ſome of you; you remember the Kindneſs of 


our Youth, and the Love of your Eſpouſals, Time 
was when you ſought GOD daily, and delighted 


to know his Ways, as Families that did Righteoul- 
neſs, and forſook not the Ordinances of your God; 
but now it is otherwiſe. The Altar of the Lord 
is broken down and neglected, the daily Sacrifice 
i ceasd; and God hath kept an Account how 
many Days it hath ceas'd, whether you have or 
no, Dan. 8. 13, 14. Now God comes into your 
© Houles ſeeking Fruit, but he finds none, or next 
to none; you are ſo eager in your woridly Pur- 
& ſuits, that you have neither Heart nor Time for 
Religious Exerciſes, You began at firſt frequent: | 
ly to omit the Service and a (mall Matter ferv'd 
£ for an Excuſe to put it by, and ſo by Degrees it 
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came to nothing. 


1 


O that thoſe who have thus left their fir 
Love, would now remember whence they are fal- 
len, and repent and do their firſt Works, Enquire 


how this good Work came to be neglected; was 
it not becauſe your Love to God cool'd, and the 


Love 
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Love of the World prevail'd? Have not yoy 
found a manifeſt Decay in the Proſperity of your 
Souls ſince you let fall this good Work? Hath 
not Sin got Ground in your Hearts and in your 
Houſes ? And tho? when you dropt yourFamily. 
 VVorſhip, you promis'd your ſelves, that you 
would make it up in ſecret VVorship, becauſe 
you were not willing to allow your ſelves. Time 
for both, yet have you notdeclined in that alſo? 
Are you not grown leſs frequent, and leſs fervent, 
in your Cloſet Devotions too? Where is non 
the Bleſſeaneſs you have formerly ſpoken of ? | 
beſeech you lay out your ſelves to retrive it in 
Time. Say as that penitent Adultrefſs, H. 2. 
7. 1 will go and return to my irt Husband, for 
then was it better with me than now. Cleanſe 
the Sanctuary, put away the ſtrange gods: Is 
Money the God, or the Belly the God, that hath 
gain'd Poſſeſſion of thy Heart and Houſe? What: 
ever it is caſt it out. Repair the Altar of the 
Lord, and begin again the daily Sacrifice and 
Oblation. Light the Lamps again, and burn-the 
' Incenſe. Rear up the Tabernacle of David which 
is fallen down, lengthen its Cords, and firengthen 
ita Stakes, and reſolve it ſhall never be neglect- 
ed again as it hath been. Perhaps you and 
our Families have been manifeſtly under the 
Rebukes of Providence, ſince you left off your 
Duty, as Jacob was while he neglected to pay hu 
Vow; I beſeech you hear at length the Voice of 
the Rod, and of him that hath appointed it, for it 
minds yeu of your forgotten Voys, ſaying, Ariſe, 
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go up to Bethel, and dwell there, Gen. 353 1. Let 
the Place thou dwelleſt in ever be Bethel, ſo 
ſhall.God dwell with thee there. 


Thirdly, Let thoſe that are remiſ; and negli- 
gent in their Family-Worſhip be awakened to more 
Zeal and Con ſtancy. Some of you perhaps have 
a Church in your Houſe, but it is not a flowriſh3 
ing Church; ttis like the Church of Laaodicea, 
neither cold nor hot, or like the Chutch of Sardis, 
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—— 


in which the Things that remain are ready to dic, 


So that ir hath little more than a Name to live. 
Something of this Work of the Lord is done for 
Faſhion-ſake, but it is done deceitfully:You have 
in your Flock a Male, but you vow and facrifice 
to the Lord a corrupt thing: you grow cuſtom- 
ary in your accuſtomed Services, and bring the 
torn and the blind, the lame and the lick; for 
Sacrifice; and you offer that to your God 


which you would ſcorn to offer to your Gover - 


nour: And tho' it is but little you do for the 
Church. in your Houſe, you think that. too 
much, and ſay, Beheld what. a VVearineſs is 


it! You put it off with a ſmall and inconlide - . 


rabie ſcantling of your Day, and that -the 


Dregs and Refuſe of it, You can ſpare no Time 
at all for it in the Morning, nor any in the Even- 
wing, till you are half aſlzep, 'tis thruſt into a 


Corner, and almoſt loſt in a Crowd of wordly 


Buſmeſs, and carnal Converſe, VVhen it is done, 


tis done ſo (lightly, in ſo much haſte, and with 
ſo much [r:reverence;that it makes go Impreſſion 
N 1 WEE | . upon 
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upon your ſelves r your Families. The Bid! 
yes ready, but yau have ng Time to read: You 
. Servants are otherwiſe employ'd, and you think 
it's no matter for calling them in: You youll th 
ſelves can take up with a Word or Two of Prayer T 
or reſt in a lifeleſs, heartleſs, Tale of Word & 
Thus it is every Day, and perhaps little better on 
the Lord's Days; no Repetition, no Catechizing 1. 
no Singing of Pſalms, or none to any purpole. it 


Is it thus with any of your Families? 1s thi; 
the preſent Sate of the Church in your Houſe! 
My Brethren, Theſe things ought not to be ſo. l. F 
is not enough that you do that which is good, but 1 
you muſt do it well. God and Religion have in li. 
effect no Place in your Hearts or Hovles if they y. 
have not the inner moſt and upper maſt Place. Chriſt i o. 
will come no whither to be an Underling; he is no 
a Gueſt to he ſet behind the Door. What Com: in 
fort, what Benefit, can you promiſe to your ſelve y* 
from ſuch trifling Services as theſe ; from an d. 
empty Form of Godlinels without the Power of 2 
it. 


I beſeech you, Sirs, make a Buſineſs of your 
Family-Religion, and not a By*buſineſs, Leet it 
be your Pleaſure and Delight, and not a Tas tl 
and Drugery. Contrive your —— as that t! 

the moſt convenient Time may be allotted both 
Morning and Evening for your Family Worſhip, MW i! 
ſo as that you may not be unfit for it, or di 
ſturb d and ſtraiten d in it; herein Wi/dow i y 
R 8 Pro- y 
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ofitable to direkt. Addreſs your lely es to it with 
Reverence and Seriouſneſs, and a ſolemn Paule, 
that thoſe who join with you may ſee and fay, 
That God is with yon of a Truth,' and may | 
ſtruck thereby into alike Holy Awe. You need 
not be long in the Service, but you ought to be 
lively in it; not ſlothful in this Buſineſs, becauſe 
it is Buſineſs for God and your Souls, but fer dent 
in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. | 


Fourthly, Let thoſe that have d Church in their 
Houſe be very careful to adorn and beautiſie it in 
their Converſation. If you pray in your Fami: 
lies, and read the Scriptures, and ſing Pſalms, 'and 
yet are paſſionate and froward with your Retiti- 
ons, quarrelſome and contentious with your 
Neighbours, unjuſt and deceitful in your Deal- 
ings, intemperate and given to Tipling, or allow 
your ſelves in any other ſinful Way, you pull 
down with one Hand what you built up with to- 
ther. Your Prayers will be an Abomination to 
God, and to good Men too, if they be thus pollu- _ 
ted. be not deceived, GOD is not to be matked, 


See that you be univerſal in your Religion, 


that it may appear you are fincere in it. Shew 
that you believe a Reality in it, by acting always 


under the commanding Power and Influente ' of 
it. Be not Chriſtians upon your "Knees, and 
Jews in your Shops. While you ſeem Saints in 


your Devotions, prove not your ſelves Sinners in 


your Converſations. Having begun the Day in 
et the 


# 
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the Fear of God, be in that Fear gl! the Dg 
Ing. Let the Example you ſet your Families be 
_Fhroughout good, and by it teach them not only 
to read and pray, for that's but half their Wor, 
but by it teach them to be meek and humble, .o 
ber and temperate, loving and peaceable, juſt and 
honeſt; ſoſhall you adorn the Doctrine of God 
oursaviourzund thoſe that will not be won by th: 
Word ſhall be won by your Converſation. You: 
Family Worſhip is an Honour to you, ſee to it, 
that neither you, nor yours be in any Thing; 
4 Diſgrace to it. a VO, A 


Fifthly, Let thoſe that are ſetting out in the 
World, [et up a Church inthe Houſe at firft, ani 
not defer it. Plead not Youth and Bafhfulne(; 
if you have Confidence enough to rule a Family, 
I hope you have Confidence enough to pray with 
a Family, Say not, The Time is not come, . 
| Time that the Lord's Houſe ſhould be Built, 11 
they did that dwelt in their ceiled Houſes, whil: 
God's Houſe lay waite, Hag. 1. 2, 4. It ought 
to be built preſently ; andthe longer you put i 
off, the more Difficulty there will be in the 
doing of it, and the more Danger that it wil 
meyer be done. | . 


Now. you are beginning the World ( as you calf, 
it is it not your Wiſdom as well as duty to bt 
gin with God ? can you begin better? Or car 
vou expect to Proſper if you do not begin th. 
Ihe fuller your Heads are of Care about ſetting} 


up 
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ep Houſe, and ſetting up Shop, and ſettling in 
/ both, the more need you have of daily Prayer, 


Ithat by it you may caſt your Care on God, and 


" fetch in Wiſdom and Dire&ion from on High. ; 
5 Sixthly, In all your Removes be [ure you take © 
url te Church in your Houſe along with you. Abra- 
bam oft removed bis Tent, but where ever he 
"WM pitch'd it, here the firſt thing he did was to 
> "ii build an Altar. It is obſervable concerning A- 
| quila and Priſcilla, of whoſe Pious Family my 
„Text ſpeaks, that when St. Paul wrote his Epiſtle 
to the Romans they were at Rome; for he ſends 


Salutations to them thither, and there it is ſaid 
they had à Church in the Houſe, Rom. 16. F. 
But now when he wrote thisEpiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, they wereat Epheſus, for thence it ſhould 
ſeem this Epiſtle bore Date, and here heſends 
Salutations from them; and at Epheſus alſo 
they hid a Church in their Houſe. As where ever 


with us; ſo where ever we take our Families, 
or Part of them, we muſt take our Family Re- 
ligion with us; for in all Places we need Divine 
Protection, and experience Divine Goodneſs, 1 
will therefore that Men pray every where. | 


When you are in your City Houſes, let not 
the Buſineſs of them crowd out your Family-Re- 
ligion; gor let the Diverſions of your Country? 
- Houles, indiſpoſe your Minds to theſe ſerious 
Exerciſes. That Care and that Pleaſure are un! 


H2 ſeaſonable 
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we go our ſelves we muſt take our Religion 
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ſeaſonable and. inordinate, which leave you not 


both Heart and Time to attend the Service of the 
Church in vour Houſe. | 


Let me here he an Advocate for thoſe Fami- 
lies, whoſe Maſters are often abſent from t hem, 
for their Health or Pleaſure, eſpecially on the 
Lord's Day, or long abſent upon Buſineſs: And 
let me beg theſe ablent Maſters to conſider with 
whom they leave thoſe few Sheep. in the Wilder- 
meſs, (1 Sam. 17. 28.) and whether they do not 
leave them neglected and expoſed. Perhaps there 
is not a juſt Cauſe for your Abſence ſo much, nor 
can you give a good Anſwer to that Queſtion, 
What doeft thou here, Elijah? But if there be a 


jnuſt Cauſe; you ought to take Care, that the 


Church in your Houſe be not neglected, when you 
are-abroad, but that the Work be done, when 
you are not at Home to do it: 


geventbly, Let inferior Relations help to pro- 
mote Religion in the Families where they are. || 
Family Worſhip be not kept up in the Houſes 


_ - Where you live, let ſo much the more be done in 


your Cloſets for God and your Souls: If it be, 
yet think not that will excuſe you from ſecret 

Worſhip: All is little enongh to keep up the 
Life of Religion in your Hearts, and help you 
for wards towards Heaven. | 


Loet the Children of Praying Parents, and the 


_ Servants.of Praying Maſters, account it G great 
1 aun | TVI. 
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Priviledge.to.live.in Houſes: that have Churches 


in them, and; be careful to improve that. Divi 
ledge. Be you, allo ready to every good! Work; 
make the Religious Exerciſes of your Family 
eaſie and pleaſant to thoſe that per form them{by 
ſhewing your ſelves forward to attend on them, 
and careful to attend ro them; for your Back- - 
wardnels ind Mjndleſneſs will be their greateſt 
Diſcouragement, Let your Lives alſo be a Credit 
to good; Education, and make it appear to 'all 
with whom you, converſe, that you are every 
Way the better for living in Religious Families. 


Eighthly, Let ſolitary People, that are not ſet 
in Families, have Churches in their Chambers, 
Churches in their Cloſets, When every Man re- 
pair'd the Wall ol Jeraſ alem over againſt his own 
Houſe, we read,of one that repair'd over againſt 
his Chamber, Neh. 3. 30. Theſe ghat live alone 
out of the Way, of Family Worthip, ought to 
take ſo much the more Time for their ſectet 
. Worſhip, and if.poſſible, add the more Solemni - 
ty to it. Yow have not Families to read the Scrip- 
tures to, read them ſo much the more to your 
ſelves, Nou have not Children and Servants to 
Catechize, nor farents or Maſter to he catechiz'd 
by, catechize your ſelves then, that you may 
hold fait the Form of ſound Vor ds, which you 

have received. Exhort one another. - So we read 
it, Heb, 3,13, Taparntnitie S, — Exhort your 
ſelves, So it might as well he read, You are not 
made Keepers of the Vineyards,and therefore the 


greater 
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eater is your Shame, if your own Vineyard you 


not alone, for the Father is with you, to obſerve 
"What you do, and to own and accept you, if you 


E well. 


» Ninthly, Let thoſe that are tochuſe a Settle: 


-ment conſult the Welfare of their Souls in the 
Choice. If a Church in the Houſe be ſo neceſſary, 
ſo comfottable,then be ye not unegually yoked with 
- Unbelievers, who will have no Kingneſs for the 


Church in the Houſe. nor aſſiſt in the Support ol 
it, but inftead of building this Houle, pluck it 


' down with their Hands, Prov. 14. 1, Let Apptren- 
ticeſhips and other Sirvices be choſen by this 
'Rule, That rh, beſt for u which is beſt for 
our Souls, and therefore it is our Intereſt to #0 


with thoſe, and be with thoſe, with whom God 15, 


Zech. 8.23, When Lot was to chuſe an Habita- 
tion, he was determined therein purely by Secu- 


lar Advantages, Gen. 13. 11, 13. and God juſtly 


corrected hisSenſual Choice, for: he never had a 
quiet Day in the Sodom he choſe till he was fir d 
out of it, The Jewißß Writers tell of one of 
their devout Rabbi's, who being courted to 


+ dwell in a Place which was otherwiſe well accom- 
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modated, but had no Synagogue near, he uterly 1 
_- »refug'd to accept the Invitation, and gave that 


\ 
* ” 


Text for his Reaſon, - Pſa. 119. 72. The Law 


thy Mouth is better to me than Thouſands of Gold 
and Silver. | | \ 
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ip. and Fellowſhip with each other, and 4s they 
have Opportunity aſſiſt one another in doing Good. 
The Communion of Churches hath always been 
accounted their Beauty, Strength and Comfort, 
and ſo is the Communion of thoſe Domeſtick 
Churches. We find here, and in other of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, kind Salutations ſent to and from 


the Houſes that had Churches in them. Religis 
ve Wl ous Families ſhould greet one another, viſit one as 
„r mother, love one another, pray for one another, 
. and as becomes Houſholds of Faith, do all the 
e 


Good they can one to another, for as much as 
they all meet now daily at the ſame Throne of 
Grace, and hope to meet ſhortly. at the ſame 
Throne of Glory to be no more, as they are now, 
divided in Jacob, and ſcatter d in lrael, 


Laſtly, Let thoſe Houſes that have Churches in 
them, flouriſhing Churches, have Comfort i 
them. Is Religion in the Power of it upoetmall 5 
in your Houſes? And are you and yours ſerving 
the Lord, ſerving him daily? Go on and proſper, 
for the Lord is with you, while you be with him. 
See your Houſes under the Protection and Bleſ- 
ſing of Heaven, and be afſur'd that all Things ſhall 
work together for Good to you, Make it to appear 
dy your holy Chearfulneſs, that you find God a 
good Maſter, Wiſdom'sWay isPleaſantneſs and her 
Paths Peace; and that you ſee no Reaſon toenvy 
thoſe that ſpend their Days in Carnal Mirth, 
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Tenthly, Let Religious Families keep up Friend- a 
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you are {cquainte! with better Pleaſure 
than any they Can pretend to, 


Ake your "Hufes on Earth Gods kite \ Are 
| dey tc dedicated to 24 an. ploy ed for bim! 
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Comfort? his H n Heaven ſhal 
ar ortly.: In my Father's any then 
t man) Manſions , and one you may be (ure 
ör each of you, that thus by a patient Continu 
hance in well doing ſeek for G lory, — Honour and 

Immortality. C 
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le and ſold by. Mr. Ai Euen at his 
Filet within the Head of Wau 's Wyng, 
A Letter from a Parochial Biſhop to a Prelq- 

| tical Gentleman in SCQT L A ND, concern: 
ing the Government of the Chutch; Where! 
"the Controverſy anent 'Bihops, an and Pres terian 
Ordina ation, is let in true Light, and dilti aly 

handled: Th Sentiments of the Ancients 
"theſe Matters folly repreſented aug can a; 

And a Hiſtorical Account 81 of the 
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